increased if there had been a little more time in which to get information. Sir Henry Burdett wrote that he was Tinable to attend, as he had to be present at a meeting of the King's Fund that afternoon. He thought the Society was abundantly justified in making the statement in clause 1 of its printed letter. He could vouch for that from knowledge based upon audited figures.
He had been studying the whole question, including the source of revenue which must be affected, and came to the conclusion that about half the present income of many important hospitals derived from voluntary sources might be lost.
He thought that the insured persons who required hospital care must at least be equal to half of the whole, and they ought to be paid pro rata by the State. That would preserve the principle of voluntary support, whereas a grant might destroy it. Sir Henry added that he had held aloof, so far, from public agitation, wishing to secure co-operative action which would help the Bill and help the hospitals.
The Chairman said he had only a few words to say in introducing the discussion. Judging from the meeting in that house a fortnight ago, many of those present regarded the National Insurance Bill with considerable apprehension, and would have preferred a measure less ambitious, less indiscriminate, and moTe carefully adapted to the particular class it was most intended to assist. But 
